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The effects of asthma on education

Children with persistent, uncontrolled or severe asthma are more likely to miss school, compared to
children with mild asthma. Outcomes for children and young people living in deprived areas are worse.
Asthma Is a main contributor to school days lost.

1/11 children have asthma 3 children per class

Method

Since September 2022, we have worked with 13 Primary Schools in the NENC area and the
Child Health and Wellbeing Network to develop, embed and pilot a Beat Asthma Friendly
Schools (BAFS) Accreditation scheme. The process was supported with school visits and Teams
meetings and included arm's length support.

Results

Positive feedback was received from the 13 pilot schools.

92% reported an increase in confidence to effectively manage children and young people with
diagnosed or suspected asthma.

100% gave positive feedback about the accreditation resources.

30 examples of good practice and/or changes in practice in school settings were recorded.

Planning and development

The offer for uptake has been made to 1400+ schools/education settings and is widely available
on Healthier Together NENC for all schools to engage. A vast number of resources have been
developed to support implementation and have been hosted on Healthier Together (HT) NENC
website these resources have been accessed 954 times.
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